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INTRODUCTION

The Opelika Main Street Farmer’s Market, referred to as the ‘Market’ in this document, was founded on the concepts of regional food production for fresh consumption, promotion of family farming, direct marketing of farm products, and the common good of all who participate in the market.  With these goals, the following rules and guidelines are intended to make it as easy as possible for local producers to sell their products directly to the general public without much of the ‘red tape’ associated with conventional marketing outlets. The success of our market depends on a good growing season and the active participation and cooperation of many and varied producers.  The Market’s Advisory Committee manages the regular business operations of the market and welcomes your input. The Market Advisory Committee will be composed of Don Wambles, administrator, State of Alabama Farmers Market Authority; Velinda Wheeles, Market Manager and Director of Opelika Main Street and Chuck Browne, Lee County Extension Coordinator. 

LOCATION 

The Opelika Main Street Farmer’s Market site will be along South Railroad Avenue between 8th and 9th Street in downtown Opelika.

THE SELLING SEASON 

The Market will be open from 2:00 to 5:00 PM each Tuesday of the market season beginning June 1st and continuing through August 31st. Depending on crop availability the market will continue through September. The Market will be held each Tuesday, rain or shine.  

PERMITS AND FEES

A growers’ permit must be completed before selling at the market. Permits are available at no charge from the County Extension Office.  The purpose of the certificate is to ensure that the products sold originate with the producer, his or her family, employees or partners. This allows the producer to be exempt from collecting and submitting state and local taxes for produce sold and exempts the producer (farmer) from having to purchase a local business license.  If you are selling products that do not allow you to be classified as a grower, i.e.; baked goods, you may be required to purchase a business license from the City of Opelika. You will then be responsible for collecting and remitting related sales taxes.  On-site proof of liability coverage also is required.

SPACE FEES, ASSIGNMENTS AND RESERVATION POLICIES

Growers pay $15 per week.  Checks can be made payable to Opelika Main Street.

Fees collected by the Market will be used for promoting, operating and advertising for the Main Street Farmer’s Market.

Vendors please reserve your space one week in advance of each market day. To reserve a space, contact Velinda Wheeles at 334-745-0466 or email velinda @opelikamainstreet.org
Vendors will be licensed to sell from only one vehicle and must occupy only one space as assigned by the Market Manager unless an additional space has been assigned and payment received. Maximum vehicle size is a 1-ton pickup truck or van unless prior arrangements have been made.  Displays must be confined to the assigned space.  If the vendor is using a trailer to display and sell goods, the towing vehicle must be disconnected and moved out of the area.  If a trailer or display is obstructing car or pedestrian traffic, or is judged to be a safety hazard by the Market Manager, it must be moved.

SET UP & TAKE DOWN – TIME CHANGE

Vendors will need to check in with the Market Manager upon arrival. Set up for the Market will begin at 12:30pm each Tuesday.  All vendors must be set up and in place to sell no later than 1:45pm and ready to do business when the Market opens at 2:00pm. If you are running late, you must contact Velinda Wheeles at 334-750-0796. 10 x 10 tents and tables will be available on a first come, first served basis.  Each vendor is expected to stop selling at 5:00pm or when all the customers have left the area. At the time please have all produce, boxes, and containers, etc. loaded for removal asap. Vendors are to remain in the market area, regardless if you sold out early, until the close of the market. Do not leave empty boxes or containers and remove any trash in your area before you leave.

REGULATIONS

Producers may sell at the Market.  A producer is defined as the person who grows or makes the product and may also include the producer’s immediate family, partners, employees, or local cooperatives upon prior review.  A partnership, for the purpose of this document, is defined as two or more individuals engaged together in the joint production of agriculture products.  Any

Complaints filed with the Market Manager concerning production regulations will be investigated by the Main Street Farmer’s Market Advisory Committee and/or a representative of the State of Alabama Farmers Market Authority.  Should a complaint be found valid, it may result in expulsion from the Market for the remainder of the selling season, and no refund will be made for market fees paid to date.

Producers may sell their own farm and kitchen products including (but not limited to): fruit, vegetables, eggs, cut flowers, plants, cheese, cider, jams, jellies, relishes, honey and baked goods.  Many items are subject to Health Department regulations.  It is the responsibility of the producer to abide by these regulations.  Contact the Health Department for inspection and approval.  The Market Advisory Committee permits no cooking within the market area without prior approval. It is the responsibility of each producer to abide by all state and federal regulations, which governs the production, harvest, preparation, preservation, labeling, or safety of products offered for sale at the market.  Vendors are liable for their own products.  The Advisory Committee, Opelika Main Street, the City of Opelika, and/or the State of Alabama Farmers Market Authority shall not be held accountable for the products offered by vendors.  Product and liability insurance is the responsibility of the producer.  If there is any question whatsoever about whether an item may be sold at the market, a brief written proposal should be submitted to the Advisory Committee for review.

Solicitation for political campaigns is not permitted.

It is recommended that each vendor have a sign identifying the name and location of their farm.

